
 
 

  

Education, Communities and Housing 
School term dates - 2025 / 2026 (all dates are inclusive) 

Term 1 2025 Tuesday 19 August* – Friday 10 October. (39 days) 

October holidays Monday 13 October – Tuesday 28 October. 

Term 2 Wednesday 29 October – Friday 19 December. (38 days) 

Christmas holidays Monday 22 December – Friday 2 January. 

Term 3 2026 Monday 5 January – Friday 3 April. (61 days) 

Schools closed Thursday 12 February – Tuesday 17 February. 

Spring holidays Monday 6 April – Friday 17 April. 
(Easter Monday 6 April). 

Term 4 Monday 20 April – Thursday 2 July. (52 days) 

Schools closed Monday 4 May (May Day holiday). 

Schools closed Monday 1 June. 

Staff Only, In-service days are: 

• Monday 18 August. 
• Monday 27 – Tuesday 28 October. 
• Tuesday 17 February. 
• Monday 1 June. 

  

*Exceptional School Closures – Orkney International Island Games 2025   

Orkney Islands Council is reminding parents and carers of an important change to the 
school calendar for four local schools.   

To support the successful delivery of the Orkney 2025 International Island Games in 
July, Kirkwall Grammar School, Papdale Primary School, Stromness Academy, and 
Stromness Primary School were used as athlete and visitor accommodation during the 
event with dormitory style rooms set up within their classrooms   



 
 

  

To allow school staff time to put their classrooms back together as schools return, these 
four schools will remain closed to pupils until Thursday 21 August, whilst other schools 
will return on Tuesday 19 August.   

Please note:   

• Papdale Halls of Residence will also be closed on the affected dates.   

• All other schools across Orkney will remain open as usual, including Papdale 
Nursery and Stromness Nursery.   
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