
MINUTE of the MEETING of the ORKNEY LOCAL LICENSING FORUM held in 
COUNCIL OFFICES, KIRKWALL on 24 AUGUST 2016 at 11am 
 
Present: 
 

Representatives of holders of premises licences and 
personal licences 
Angela Crawford, Brian Flett, Kelly McGuigan and Malcolm 
Stout 
 
Representatives of persons having functions relating to 
health, education or social work  
Simon Gordon, Katie Spence, Louise Wilson 
 
Representative of persons resident within the Forum’s 
area  
Andy McGinn 
 
Representative of the Chief Constable of Police Scotland 
Inspector Alicen Winston 
 
Licensing Standards Officer  
David Brown (Acting) 
 

Clerk to  
the Forum: 
 

 
Hazel Flett, Senior Committees Officer 
 

In Attendance: 
 

Elaine Sinclair, Legal Clerk 
 

Not Present: Representatives of holders of premises licences and 
personal licences 
Jean Tulloch 
 
Representative from Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
 

Observing: Orkney Islands Area Licensing Board 
John T Richards and Gwenda M Shearer 
 

 Andy McGinn, Convener, in the Chair 
 
 
1 MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 13 MAY 2016 
 
After consideration of the Minute of the Meeting of the Orkney Local Licensing Forum 
held on 13 May 2016, copies of which had been circulated, the Forum:- 
 
RESOLVED, on the motion of Kelly McGuigan, seconded by Simon Gordon, to 
approve the Minute of the Meeting of the Orkney Local Licensing Forum held on 
13 May 2016, as a true record.   
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2 MATTERS ARISING 
 
2.1 Pubwatch 
 
Simon Gordon advised that, following long term sick leave, the person at the national 
Pubwatch organisation was now back and it would be helpful if dates could be 
forwarded to them so that the visit to Orkney could be progressed. 
 
2.2 Community Council Representation on Licensing Forum 
 
In response to a query from Andy McGinn, David Brown advised that he would check 
whether community councils had been contacted regarding representation on the 
Licensing Forum and, if not, to action accordingly. 
 
2.3 Joint Meeting with ADP 
 
Katie Spence advised that arrangements were continuing with a joint meeting of the 
ADP and the Licensing Board, and that the Licensing Forum would also be invited. 
Although a provisional date of 13 October 2016 had been mentioned, due to holiday 
commitments and a potential venue, this had still to be confirmed. 
 
3 LICENSING STANDARDS OFFICER – UPDATE 
 
David Brown provided an update on the post of Licensing Standards Officer, in that 
the vacant post would not be filled, with the duties being subsumed within other posts 
in the service, resulting in no overall reduction in the full time equivalent posts. The 
duties would be undertaken by qualified staff, with two existing Environmental Health 
Officers providing the day-to-day operational service, and David Brown attending 
Licensing Forum and Licensing Board meetings, as the Licensing Standards Officer. 
This reorganisation had resulted in the remit of the Licensing Standards Officer being 
enhanced, as there was now cover for annual leave and sickness absence.  
 
The Convener advised that a written report on work undertaken by the Licensing 
Standards Officer should continue to be presented to the Licensing Forum. 
 
Angela Crawford asked whether the Licensing Standards Officer could issue a letter 
regarding Pubwatch. David Brown advised this could be done, although it should be 
clear that the role of the Licensing Standards Officer was to provide mediation and 
ensure businesses complied with licence conditions, as determined by the Licensing 
Board. 
 
It was agreed that a letter be issued to all licence holders, to coincide with the visit 
from Pubwatch national representatives, together with a press release. 
 
John Richards joined the meeting during discussion of this item. 
 
4 ALCOHOL AND DRUGS PARTNERSHIP – UPDATE 
 
The press were requested to leave the meeting for discussion of this item. 
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There had been previously circulated a report providing detailed statistics on alcohol 
related admissions to hospital in Orkney. Louise Wilson explained the details of the 
various graphs and figures contained in the report. 
 
There was general agreement that the contents of the report were extremely helpful 
and attempted to dispel perceptions on alcohol related admissions due to age and 
day of the week.  
 
It was agreed that, with some further tweaking and the further information requested, 
this would provide a better understanding on any potential representation to the 
Licensing Board regarding overprovision.  
 
5 PUBWATCH 
 
Angela Crawford gave a brief update on Pubwatch activity since the previous 
meeting. The one major event in the period was County Show and Angela was 
pleased to report that it had been a nice atmosphere and, despite it being a busier 
time, there were no referrals through the Pubwatch scheme. Orkney Pubwatch had 
also been shortlisted for a national award, the outcome of which would be known in 
late October 2016. 
 
6 OVERPROVISION 
 
The Convener stated that he was glad the report and statistics regarding alcohol 
admissions to hospital had been discussed fully and could be used as a starting point 
for a report to the Licensing Board on overprovision. 
 
This item would remain on the agenda until a report was pulled together. 
 
7 ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
 
7.1 Chief Constable’s Report to the Licensing Board 
 
It was agreed that the Chief Constable’s Report to the Licensing Board be circulated 
for the next meeting. 
 
7.2 Additional Members of the Licensing Forum 
 
The Convener asked that the Licensing Standards Officer write to the Street Pastors 
and Bob MacKenzie to enquire whether they would be interested in becoming 
members of the Licensing Forum. 
 
8 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday, 23 November 2016. 
 
It was agreed that the Forum would meet at 11am, with the annual joint meeting with 
the Licensing Board to take place at 12 noon. 
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9 CONCLUSION OF MEETING 
 
There being no further business, the Convener declared the meeting concluded at 
12 noon. 
 
 
 Signed:   
 


	Representatives of persons having functions relating to health, education or social work 
	Simon Gordon, Katie Spence, Louise Wilson
	Orkney Islands Area Licensing Board
	Andy McGinn, Convener, in the Chair

