
MINUTE of the MEETING of the ORKNEY LOCAL LICENSING FORUM held in 
COUNCIL OFFICES, KIRKWALL on 10 FEBRUARY 2016 at 11am 
 
Present: 
 

Representatives of holders of premises licences and 
personal licences 
Angela Crawford, Brian Flett and Kelly McGuigan 
 
Representatives of persons having functions relating to 
health, education or social work  
Suzanne Baird 
 
Representative of persons resident within the Forum’s 
area  
Andy McGinn 
 
Licensing Standards Officer  
Jennifer Rosie 
 

Clerk to  
the Forum: 
 

 
Hazel Flett, Senior Committees Officer 
 

In Attendance: 
 

Elaine Sinclair, Legal Clerk 
 

Apologies: Representative of holders of premises licences and 
personal licences 
Malcolm Stout and Jean Tulloch 
 
Representatives of persons having functions relating to 
health, education or social work  
Simon Gordon, Katie Spence and Louise Wilson 
 

Not Present: Representative of the Chief Constable of Police Scotland 
Representative from Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
 

Observing: Orkney Islands Area Licensing Board 
John T Richards, Owen Tierney and David R Tullock 
 

 Andy McGinn, Convener, in the Chair 
 
1 POSITION OF CONVENER  
 
The Clerk invited nominations for position of Convener. Angela Crawford, seconded 
by Suzanne Baird, nominated Andy McGinn, who accepted the position. 
 
The Convener then took the Chair. 

 



 2 

2 MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 18 FEBRUARY 2015 
 
After consideration of the Minute of the Meeting of the Orkney Local Licensing Forum 
held on 18 February 2015, copies of which had been circulated, the Forum:- 
 
RESOLVED, on the motion of Angela Crawford, seconded by Andy McGinn, to 
approve the Minute of the Meeting of the Orkney Local Licensing Forum held on 
18 February 2015, as a true record.   
 
3 LICENSING STANDARDS OFFICER – UPDATE 
 
The Licensing Standards Officer had provided an update on work undertaken from 
November 2014 to date. The previous officer left post in March 2015, with the current 
officer taking up post in August 2015. The current Licensing Standards Officer 
qualified in October 2015 and would now resume routine inspections, including 
evening and weekend inspections and complaint investigations as and when they 
arose. 
 
In response to queries, the Licensing Standards Officer confirmed that complaints 
related to issues raised specifically with her and the nature of complaints. 
 
The Licensing Standards Officer advised that the report detailing statistics was draft 
and would welcome suggestions for improving the recording or breakdown of the 
statistics. 
 
4 POLICE SCOTLAND – UPDATE 
 
Police Scotland were not represented and therefore no update was provided. 
 
5 ALCOHOL AND DRUGS PARTNERSHIP – UPDATE 
 
There had been previously circulated a progress update, dated February 2016, in 
relation to the Orkney Alcohol and Drugs Partnership Delivery Plan 2015-18. 
 
There was a lengthy discussion on hospital admissions and the type of information 
recorded on the admission form, which Suzanne Baird confirmed was the same 
across Scotland, and the data was extracted from that, therefore the same 
information was being captured. Suzanne Baird further advised that an audit of 
readmissions could be included in the action plan, and that there was some data on 
readmissions which could provide a more balanced picture, ie whether readmissions 
related to one person being readmitted several times, or several people being 
readmitted – each scenario would have differing concerns. 
 
Angela Crawford referred to previous requests from the Licensing Forum to obtain 
further information on the data, which had been refused, due to the low numbers. On 
behalf of the licensed trade, she felt that the pubs always got a bad name, but it 
appeared, due to low pricing in supermarkets, that most drinking started at home – it 
was not uncommon for intoxicated patrons to have no alcohol served in a licensed 
premise, yet legally and morally, that licensed premise was responsible for the 
person at the end of trading hours – this was the culture that required to be broken. 
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Suzanne Baird confirmed that some data on readmissions was available, and it was 
a small number of people with repeat admissions. These were not young people at 
the weekends, but older people and usually through the week. 
 
John Richards advised that the number of licensed premises in Orkney had fallen 
over the last few years and made reference to a report by Alcohol Focus Scotland 
and the question of overprovision. 
 
It was agreed that a copy of the hospital admission form be submitted to a future 
meeting of the Forum, and that it should be ascertained whether the processes for 
admission to “safe houses” and “buses”, where people who had been drinking were 
referred to, rather than accident and emergency units at a hospital, as used in 
Aberdeen and Glasgow, were the same. 
 
6 PUBWATCH 
 
Kelly McGuigan provided an update on Pubwatch, its membership and how the “ban” 
system operated. Members of Pubwatch worked closely with OACAS and those who 
had been banned were encouraged to contact OACAS, which was helpful when 
reviewing a ban.  
 
John Richards advised that the Licensing Board had been requested to consider 
membership of Pubwatch being a mandatory condition on premises licences but, 
after taking legal advice, had decided not to include such a condition. He referred to 
investigations on Pubwatch national undertaken by Bob McKenzie and the Convener 
advised that he was arranging national Pubwatch representatives to visit Orkney and 
arrange an open meeting.  
 
7 LICENSING FORUM CONSTITUTION 
 
The most recent Constitution had been circulated to members prior to the meeting 
and the Forum was content to note the document. 
 
8 STATEMENT OF ALCOHOL LICENSING POLICY 
 
The Convener advised that the Statement of Alcohol Licensing Policy was due for 
review by the end of 2016 and asked when the deadline for submissions would be. 
 
Elaine Sinclair confirmed that the review as at a very early stage and that 
consideration by late summer would be sufficient. 
 
The Convener reminded members that the Forum would meet at least twice in the 
interim and to consider matters which they wished to raise as part of the consultation 
on the review of the Statement of Alcohol Licensing Policy. 
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9 OVERPROVISION 
 
The Convener advised that, although there had been a lot of discussion, the current 
position of the Licensing Board (March 2013) was that there was no suggestion of 
saturation point. Although the Forum had submitted amendments to the Licensing 
Board, the case was not sufficient to warrant determining overprovision within 
Orkney.  He asked members to consider whether, in their opinion, there was 
overprovision and, if so, in any particular area or any particular type of licence. If the 
Forum decided to continue with representations on overprovision, this must be 
backed up with sufficient relevant information, including from health professionals. 
 
10 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The following dates were suggested for meetings of the Forum:- 
 
18 May 2016 
24 August 2016 
23 November 2016. 
 
The meeting proposed for 23 November 2016 would also include a separate, joint 
meeting with the Licensing Board.   
 
11 CONCLUSION OF MEETING 
 
There being no further business, the Convener declared the meeting concluded at 
11.55am. 
 
 
 Signed:   
 


	Representatives of persons having functions relating to health, education or social work 
	Suzanne Baird
	Representatives of persons having functions relating to health, education or social work 
	Simon Gordon, Katie Spence and Louise Wilson
	Orkney Islands Area Licensing Board
	Andy McGinn, Convener, in the Chair

