
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scheme of Delegation for the Planning Committee (as approved at the 
General Meeting of the Council held on 29 April 2014) 
 
Scheme of delegation prepared in accordance with Part 2 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Schemes of Delegation and Local Review Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2008. 
 
 
The Planning Committee can determine all planning applications not 
included within the delegation to the “appointed officer” referred to below. 
 
The following planning applications can be determined by the Planning 
Committee or the Full Council only and cannot be determined by officers: 
 
 
(a) Applications defined as being National (listed in the National Planning 

Framework) or Major applications (as defined in the Town and 
Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments)(Scotland) Regulations 
2009; 

 
(b) Applications which are significantly contrary to the Development Plan 

and are recommended for approval; 
 

(c) Applications which attract an objection which is valid in planning terms 
and are recommended for approval;  

 
(d) Applications where the proposal has been subject to an 

Environmental Impact Assessment, and 
 

(e) Applications where notice is given to the Appointed Officer by two or 
more elected members of the Council that they require the application 
to be referred to the Planning Committee for determination. Such 
notification will only be valid where it includes a statement of the 
material planning reasons why the referral is requested.  

 
 
 
 



 
DEFINITIONS  
 
To assist with clarity the following are recognised definitions of the principal 
terms detailed above:  
 
Local Development 
 
“Local development” for the purposes of this Scheme of Delegation will 
include all development other than national development, as designated in a 
National Planning Framework document prepared and published by the 
Scottish Ministers under Part 1A of the 1997 Act; and major development, as 
identified in terms of The Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of 
Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 2009. 
 
 
Appointed Officer 
 
The appointed officer of the Council in terms of 43A of the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, is the Executive Director of Development and 
Infrastructure or the Planning Manager (Development Management).  
 
 
Valid representation  
 
A valid representation (letter or statement) shall require to meet the following 
criteria: 

 
(a) be in the form of a signed and dated letter or statement or an e-mail 

indicating the name and postal address of the sender specifically 
indicating an objection to the application concerned. The 
letter/statement shall bear a legible name of the signatory and the 
signatory’s address; 

 
(b) be received by the Council no later than ten working days prior to 

the date of the meeting of the relevant committee or full Council to 
which the application is being reported with the exception of any 
that may be received in a statutory notification period that is still to 
expire;  

 
(c) where more than one letter/statement of representation per 

household is received this shall be defined as the Council having 
received one letter/statement; 

 
(d) where a letter or petition is received which is signed by more than 

one person, each signatory must provide a valid postal address, 
otherwise they will not be considered as a valid representation; 

 
(e) for the avoidance of doubt pre-printed letters or cards which are not 

individually addressed and signed will not be entertained as valid 



and acknowledged as such. Photocopied standard template letters 
will be valid as long as they are signed and dated and bear the 
postal address of the sender; 

 
(f) to be valid a representation must contain matters which relate to the 

application involved and raise matters material in planning terms to 
the application concerned; 

 
(g) the content of invalid letters/statements will not be referred to in 

Executive Director’s reports and similarly non-material matters 
referred to in valid letters of representation will not be referred to or 
taken into account in the determination of the application; and 

 
(h) the Executive Director of Development and Infrastructure shall, in 

cases of doubt, determine whether an objection or other 
representation is valid or timeous. 

 
 

Significantly contrary  
 
A proposed development is “significantly contrary to the development plan” if 
the departure concerned, in the judgement of the Executive Director of 
Development and Infrastructure, is directly related to the achievement of the 
core objectives of any element of the development plan and the approval of 
the application would seriously compromise the achievement of the 
development plan’s objectives and compromise its other policies and 
proposals. For the avoidance of doubt a proposal will not necessarily be 
significant if, for example, it fails to meet the terms of one or more policies or 
one or more of the criteria in any criteria based policy. 
 
 


